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Living in balance with wild
and domestic carnivores

CANINES. They are humankind’s oldest

A Summer
to Celebrate

friends. They enrich our lives in so many ways.
Understanding them provides insight into how to care
for their emotional and physical health as well as linking us
profoundly to their ancestry — the wolf. Join our team in a study
of Canines, their history, behaviors, and even tips to give them the
best life possible. That’s simply what a best friend does.

WOLVES

CARNIVORES. Carnivores are mythified in a variety of

ways, mostly as dangerous creatures of lore and legend. Wolves,
bears, large cats, and other carnivores play essential roles in the
management of healthy ecosystems and wildernesses. Join our
team as we delve into what makes these animals unique and a
great partner to humankind as we work to manage our wild places.

By Jeremy Heft

CONSERVATION. Learning about carnivores can be

fascinating, however, without the stewardship by humans, the
landscape could be profoundly and dangerously altered. Join our
team as we discuss the very recent brief history of conservation of
apex predators, the factors that led to threats to their survival, and
steps taken to protect their future.

These dogs do shed quite a lot, so be prepared to brush
them a couple of times a week.1 Overall, these dogs
are quite adaptable to many situations, making
them great dogs for new dog owners.3
Sources:
1.
2.
3.

https://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/golden-retriever/
https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds/golden-retriever#/slide/1
http://www.vetstreet.com/dogs/golden-retriever#personality

A Summer to Celebrate Wolves

What are Ocelots?

Separation Anxiety in Dogs

All About: Golden Retrievers

•

•

•

•

Goldens are definite family dogs and love to be around their family at
all times.2 They’re good around strangers, children, and other
dogs. Because they love pleasing their owners, they’re easy
to train.1 However, because they love everyone, they’re
not very good alarms – so don’t expect them to be guard
dogs. They’ll just end up making friends with whoever is
breaking in.3
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These dogs were originally bred for retrieving for hunters. This history
means they are the kind of dog that loves having a job to do and needs a
decent amount of exercise to keep them happy. Walking, jogging, fetch,
or dog sports like agility will keep them happy and focused.2
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Golden Retrievers fall into the category of one of America’s most popular
breeds. They live between 10-12 years and are wonderful family dogs.1
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e have finished up the summer
amphitheater park programs over the
Labor Day weekend and have crunched the
attendance numbers for the year. We got off
to a huge start with record numbers in June,
July is always popular, then August slipped
greatly this year. However, we had a strong
end with 37 on Labor Day weekend to watch
our ‘Predator Debate’.
By contrast, last year’s attendance was 285,
so a 41% increase from last year; and a 39%
increase from pre-pandemic numbers of 2019 (293).

“

484 people
heard our side
of the story and
were educated
on the facts—a
success for our
mission, in my
opinion.

Summer Attendance
May
June
July
August
September

39 (one program)
179
228
27
50

All in all, I am very happy with
these numbers. This year’s audience seemed
to be more interested in WERC happenings
than in the past too, often asking more questions of WERC than in the past (which is great
Continues >>

Sign up on our website
to make C3 part of your
learning routine. Go to
wolfcenter.org/support!

for our exposure).
This could be because of the lack of a Visitor Center for us, as
many attendees stated they would visit the center every year.
Many questions also centered on Idaho’s plan to eliminate 95%
of the wolf population, so it was great for me to explain this ill-advised overstep of the legislature and dispel the myths following
why the legislature made such a decision.
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By Chris Anderson

So, 484 people heard our side of the story and
were educated on the facts—a success for our
mission, in my opinion.

What
Are Ocelots?
						

Ocelots are cats that are roughly double the size of a normal
house cat.1 They can be found in the south of Texas and all the
way down to the north of Argentina.2 These cats have protected
status in many of the places they live.1
Ocelots are carnivores and have great adaptations to eat rabbits,
fish, frogs, birds, monkeys, and more. They have pointed fangs
and sharp back teeth. Their teeth aren’t made for chewing, but for
killing and tearing. So instead of chewing their food, they’ll just rip
pieces off and swallow the pieces whole.1 In turn, predators to the
ocelot are big cats, snakes like anacondas, and harpy eagles.2
When it comes to territory, they’ll share with other cats like mountain lions and jaguars because they usually go after different prey.
Males will share territories with several females, but not with other
males.2 Ocelots tend to be most active at night and are usually
elusive. However, they may be spotted outside during the day if
it’s overcast. These cats are very good at swimming, climbing, and
jumping.2
Hunting has been a huge risk to their numbers – due to people
wanting their fur – and they’re actually endangered in Texas.1 Other risks to them include the building of roads,
agriculture, and urbanization.
These all destroy their habitats
and they need dense cover
to survive.2&3 Overall, they’re
considered of “Least Concern”,
according to the IUCN, but
have a decreasing population.1
Sources:
1.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
animals/mammals/facts/ocelot?loggedin=true

2.

https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/
animals/ocelot

3.

https://defenders.org/wildlife/ocelot

Separation
Anxiety
in Dogs
By Chris Anderson

D

oes your dog start to shake when you
pull your coat on and grab your keys?
Does he howl as soon as you turn the lock and
head toward the car?
If so, your dog may have separation anxiety.
Separation anxiety is a problem that can make
it difficult for you to do what you need to do on
a daily basis. However, there are certain ways
to tackle this problem.

Signs of Separation Anxiety
Separation anxiety doesn’t always have a specific cause behind it, but there are some backgrounds dogs have that tend to correlate with
this anxiety. These can include having been
abandoned before, a schedule change (like you
working from home and then heading back to
the office), moving homes, or even someone in
the family suddenly being absent (from something like moving or death).1
Dogs may present behaviors right after their
owner leaves or even as their owner is getting
ready to leave.
Some of these may be:
•
•
•
•

Shaking
Restlessness
Refusing to eat
Pacing

•
•
•
•

Whining
Howling
Escape attempts
Destructive behavior2&3

How to Treat Separation Anxiety
There are several ways to handle your dog’s
separation anxiety. It can be a slow process depending on how severe their condition is. The
goal overall of treating separation anxiety is to
teach your dog to handle being alone successfully without anxiety.1
Counterconditioning is one method. This can
be used on dogs that get anxious before or
after you leave the house. For dogs that get
anxious before you leave, because they know
that putting on your coat means you’re leaving,
the training consists of doing these activities
and then not leaving the house. This helps
break the association of those actions with you
leaving, and thus curbs your dog’s anxiety.2
Another way to do this is to give your dog a
treat they love only when you leave the house.
This can be a puzzle toy or a specific treat they
love. It’s important to only give this to them
when you leave, so they can make the connection between that treat and your absence.2
You can also train your dog to handle being
separated from you by working on the com-

mand stay. Have them sit in one room for a
few minutes, then work your way up to sitting
for ten minutes while you’re out of the room.
This helps them learn that they don’t need to
be by your side all the time.3 Another way to
reinforce this is to schedule in time for your dog
to be by themselves in their crate while you’re
home, so they know that alone time is something that is an expected part of their day.2
When you leave your dog home alone when
you go out, exercise ahead of time can help
them settle down more easily. This will ensure
they don’t have pent-up energy that can lead
to destruction.2 A difficult puzzle treat is also a
great idea to give them mental stimulation and
something to focus on while you’re gone.3
Treating separation anxiety in your dog can
be a process, but it’s worthwhile so they don’t
hurt themselves and you can leave confidently
without worrying about how they’re doing. If
you’re having a lot of trouble, you can always
hire a professional trainer for help.
To read more helpful articles on canines, visit
WolfCenter.org!
Sources:
1.

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/dog-care/common-dog-behavior-issues/separation-anxiety

2.

https://vcahospitals.com/know-your-pet/separation-anxiety-in-dogs

3.

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/training/dog-separation-anxiety-how-to-stop/

Did you know we have an online classroom?
Go now to learn at wolfcenter.org/classroom

